CHAPTER I.

POISONS.

What is a             THE Indian Penal Code contains no definition of poison,

poison?            Taylor defines it as aa substance which, when absorbed

into the blood, is capable of seriously affecting health,, or
of destroying life/3 Guy defines it as " any substance
or matter, solid, liquid or gaseous, which, when applied
to the body outwardly, or in any way introduced into it,
without acting mechanically, but by its own inherent
qualities, can destroy life." This latter definition is framed
especially to exclude such substances as powdered glass,,
steel, &c,, which inflame and injure the internal parts.
It seems, however, difficult to understand why these sub-
stances should be excluded. Beck says, that the ef ancients
considered everything as poisonous which produced malig-
nant symptoms,, and attacked directly what we style the
vital principle/* For the purposes of cases which come
before the Indian criminal courts, no definition of poison
would seem to be necessary, because any act done with
the intention of causing injury, no matter by what means
caused, is a punishable offence. If the act causes death.,
the offence becomes murder,, or culpable homicide; and
if the act does not cause death^ but has been commit-
ted with intent to cause death, it would be an attempt to
murder. If the act was intended to cause injury,, and did
cause injury, the offence would amount to grievous hurt, or
simple hurt, according to the amount of injury caused, A
person might therefore be found guilty of attempting to
commit murder by administering a perfectly harmless sub-
stance^ if only the person administering believed the sub-